* The Tartar Embassy *
What she said was unquestionably so true that Nara-
thihapate, had he listened, might yet have been saved.
But he was not listening; he was acting the part of the
great king. With ridiculous gravity he replied: 'You
will learn that I have ordered out the guard. Events
must take their course. There may be something in
what you say, but it can be considered later.'

This nonsensical answer came to her as a shock. She
looked at Chang Hsien Ch'ung, but he had no sugges-
tion to make. Accordingly they withdrew to a neigh-
bouring room to confer.

It was of the utmost importance to take some action
at once, for by now news had come in that Rantapyissi
was parading the guard in the courtyard and might
start at any moment. But no course suggested itself. As
a last resort it occurred to the Queen that Theimmasi
might be able to do something. Occasionally he was
successful with the King when all else failed. They has-
tened to his quarters. Unfortunately, it was now six
o'clock in the afternoon. By that hour he was never
sober. When his agitated servants hastened to tell him
that the Chief Queen and the Chief Minister desked
speech with him urgently, he belched in thek faces.
They were obliged to inform the distinguished visitors
that thek master was indisposed. By that time Ranta-
pyissi had marched his men out of the courtyard.

The house where the embassy lodged was within the
palace enclosure, but about half a mile from the royal
apartments. When the ambassador received Chang
Hsien Ch'ung's warning message, he had been much
ahrmed. Fortunately both his colleagues were at home,
nor had any leave been granted to their men. He hurried
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